
Yellowstone National Park 

Winter Use Proposed Rule (RIN 1024-AE15) 

P.O. Box 168 

Yellowstone NP, Wyoming 82190 

 

Dear Winter Use Planning Team: 

 

I am writing in support of the Proposed Winter Use Rule (RIN 1024-AE15) for Yellowstone 

National Park and particularly support its approach to managing winter use by transportation 

events. This will be a very positive change which will allow greater flexibility for park 

management while protecting park resources and providing reasonable visitor access. The Park 

Service is to be applauded for this innovative approach. 

 

It is very important to me that this rule allows non-commercially guided access opportunities for 

my family. I support this concept and encourage the Park Service to work closely with the 

American Council of Snowmobile Associations and state snowmobile associations to develop 

the training program which will be critical to successful implementation. These groups have 

proven snowmobile education models and are committed to working with the Park Service on 

development of non-commercial guide and group member training. Hopefully monitoring proves 

this venture to be successful so adaptive management can consider growing non-commercial 

access numbers over time.  

 

While I support limiting non-commercial guides to only two entries per year, I would encourage 

the Park Service to develop an option whereby these two entries could potentially be packaged 

together. Non-commercial groups should have the option of applying for an overnight trip, which 

would require their two annual entries to occur on back-to-back days (two days and one night in 

the park). Having the ability to spend the day in Yellowstone and then overnight at Old Faithful 

in particular, or even at Mammoth or one of the gateways, is one of the most treasured journeys a 

winter visitor will ever experience. Hopefully the final rule and lottery system can be tweaked to 

accommodate this as an option for non-commercial snowmobile groups. 

 

I support the Best Available Technology (BAT) phased-in implementation schedule proposed in 

the rule for snowmobiles and snowcoaches. While some have suggested this schedule should be 

accelerated, this seems illogical given the tremendous lead time required for technology 

development. Please stay the course for full implementation by the 2017-2018 winter season.   

 

It is important that winter access continues through the East Entrance and over Sylvan Pass.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

______________________________________ ____________________________________ 

               Printed Name            Signature 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address   City   State/Province           Zip/Postal Code  


